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Growing Financial Barriers
to Higher Education

• Declining enrollment since 2010

• Contexts for the decline

• Financial barriers to college

• Public policy choices

• $30,000 Pell Grant maximum award



Resetting American Higher Education:

Policy, Programs and Funding

• Affordability
• $30,000 Pell Grant Maximum Award

• Use negative Expected Family Contribution in need

• Eliminate need for education loans

• Pell Grant Program funded 50% federal/50% state

• Restore state investment in higher education, targeted on needy



Resetting American Higher Education:

Policy, Programs and Funding

• Institutions
• Private institutions: Tax exempt status dependent on share of 

undergraduates with Pell Grants (46% for full eligibility)

• Public institutions: State funding dependent on share of 

undergraduates with Pell Grants

• Reward for graduation rates

• Selective college admissions: replace with lottery?
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Tom@postsecondary.org
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